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ARTHUR RANSOME TRUST: 
  
These songs are taken from mini-musicals for the stage presented by special arrangement 
with the Arthur Ransome Literary Estate in 2024,  adapted from ‘Old Peter’s Russian Tales’ 
published by the Arthur Ransome Trust https://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk  
 
These are fabulous retellings of Russian Folk Tales and we encourage further exploration 
into this original source material. Also, to explore Arthur Ransome’s wonderful series of 
novels that begins with the children’s classic’ Swallows And Amazons’. Samples of all these 
adaptations are available to download from the website https://earwormmusicals.com  
 

PERFORMANCE LICENCE: 
 
It is a requirement of all performances to include a short paragraph explaining the work of 
ART (Arthur Ransome Trust), Publisher of ‘Old Peter’s Russian Tales’ to encourage audiences 
to discover the original tales for themselves.  
 
A licence for each charged performance is available from The Agency, 24 Pottery Lane, 
Holland Park, London, W11 4LZ 
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01: A RUSSIAN STORY-TIME: *JOKA’S FLYING SHIP 
 

COMPANY 
Russian stories, Russian rhymes  
To see us through the winter-time. 
A freezing winter, a never-ending, freezing winter. 
Are you ready for a Russian story-time? 
 

Russian stories, Russian rhymes  
To see us through the winter-time. 
We’ve Russian stories of  
*Joka’s flying ship. Joka’s flying ship! 
Are you ready for a Russian story-time? 

 
Russian stories, Russian rhymes …  
To see us through the winter-time. 
We’ve Russian stories of  
*Joka’s flying ship. Joka’s flying ship! 
Are you ready … for a Russian story-time? Yoi! 

 
*alternative words 

Twitchy-Witchy Baba Yaga  
Salty Treasure  
Poor Yevgeny  
Little Master, Master Misery  
Stolen Turnips  
Sparkling Silver Frosty Kingdoms  
Golden Firebird  
Sadko and Volkhov 

 
 
 

02: ONE LITTLE ACT OF KINDNESS 
 

ANASTASIA 
So much joy in just one little act of kindness, 
Just a smile can bring a moment of relief. 
Each of us, we have the means to make things brighter, 
In us all, we have a way to make things right 
 

ANASTASIA/BIGRAT 
So much joy (so much joy) in just one little act of kindness, 
Just a smile (just a smile) can bring a moment of relief. 
Every day another chance to make a difference. 
Every day another chance to make things right! 
Just one little act of kindness.  
Just one little act of kindness. 
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03: TWITCHY-WITCHY BABA YAGA! 
 

BABA YAGA/BABA YAGA’S HUT 
Hunt her down! (x4) 

BABA YAGA 
I am the witch I’m Baba Yaga. Twitchy-witchy witch, Baba-Yaga 

ALL 
Racing on broomstick brittle, chasing with evil cackle. 

WILDCAT/SHAGGY WOLF/POLINA 
Don’t let her get close! Anastasia! Run away! Don’t let her cast her spell! 

ALL 
Though she might seem friendly, I’ll/she’ll never let you leave safely! 
Over mountains high I/she will chase you, through the valleys low I/she will race you. 
Racing on broomstick brittle, chasing with evil cackle. 

BABA YAGA/BABA YAGA’S HUT   OTHERS 
Hunt her down! (x4)       Run away! (x4) 

 
04: MY FLYING SHIP 

 
JOKA 

I am such a simple fellow, happy chap. I’ll step aboard, and journey on my flying ship! 
I am sailing, sailing, step aboard, I’ll journey on my flying ship. 

I am sailing, sailing, on my flying, flying ship. 
I am sailing, on my flying, flying ship! My flying ship! My flying ship!  

 
05: OH, SUCH TREACHERY 

 
JOKA 

Yoi! Yoi! Long ago my father taught me to tell the truth 
Whenever I dared open up my mouth. 
Long ago my Mama showed me how to keep my word 
For that’s what makes a fellow such as me! 

ALL 
Oh, treachery!  

JOKA  
I have fin’ly come to see that 

ALL 
Others may tell lies. Yoi! Yoi! Yoi! Tell lies! 

JOKA 
Oh! Such treachery! Oh! Such treachery! Yoi! Yoi! 

JOKA/COMPANIONS 
Long ago our fathers taught us to tell the truth 
Whenever we dared open up our mouths. 
Long ago our mamas showed us how to keep our word 
For that’s what makes good fellow such as we! 
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01 A Russian Story-Time: *Joka's Flying Ship
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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Words by JOHN MILLS
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Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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Words by JOHN MILLS
Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER

Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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08 The Lonely Prince Of Sadness
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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09 Little River Volkhov
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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10 I Love To Dance
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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11 Guess Who Stole The Turnips
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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Words by JOHN MILLS
Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER

Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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13 Always Something More For Me To Do
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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16 May Your Heart Feel Our Love
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS
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17 A Mountain Of Salt
Words by JOHN MILLS

Music collected by KURT SCHINDLER
Freely adapted by JOHN MILLS

SALTY SEADOG


